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The Pennsylvania State Animal Response Teamôs motto is 

ñAny Animal, Any Emergency, Any Timeò and we live up to 

it! In the month of May alone, our volunteers worked to get 

a bull out of a manure pit, provided supplies for pets                 

displaced by two house fires, and are on standby to help            

re-home 10 abandoned chickens.  

 

County Animal Response Teams are available through the 9-1-1 system to 

assist in any emergency affecting animals and increasingly, that has meant 

assisting law enforcement. These requests are tricky because animal               

ownership doesnôt end just because someone is going to jail, and these  

animals can wind up in limbo. However, we are available to assist in              

capturing and transporting animals with our sheltering partners. 

  

In late April, our Cumberland Coordinator was 

contacted by a local Sheriffôs deputy for                      

assistance in removing nearly 40 cats from a 

home. As this was a law enforcement action we 

had to be very careful to provide only that         

assistance which would not jeopardize the        

ownership status of the animals which might tie 

them up in the legal process and prevent the     

animals from going to a new home.  

Fortunately, while this was an eviction, the  

owner of the cats was 

taken to receive                 

necessary medical care 

and family got involved and the cats were               

surrendered. That gave our Cumberland CART              

volunteers time to put together a plan for capture 

of all the cats. Marcy Robey the Cumberland                

Coordinator rallied the support and supplies needed 

with the support of Cumberland Emergency               

Management and our Dauphin CART team and       

within hours had captured all of the cats and loaded 

them into one of our specialized sheltering trailers.  
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Fortunately, while this was an eviction, the owner 

of the cats was taken to receive necessary medical 

care and family got involved and the cats were 

surrendered. That gave our Cumberland CART 

volunteers time to put together a plan for capture 

of all the cats. Marcy Robey the Cumberland 

Coordinator rallied the support and supplies needed 

with the support of Cumberland Emergency 

Management and our Dauphin CART team and 

within hours had captured all of the cats and loaded 

them into one of our specialized sheltering trailers.  

 

As part of the planning process, we worked with our 

amazing sheltering partners: the Humane Society 

of the Harrisburg Area and the Pennsylvania 

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

(PSPCA) Lancaster Center. who agreed to take in 

the cats, get them healthy, and adopt them to new 

forever homes. So as soon as all the cats were 

loaded in, they were transported directly to the 

shelters and our Cumberland volunteers got some 

much needed rest from literally, wrangling cats!  

For more information, contact : 
 

Sarah Speed 
Interim Executive Director 
Pennsylvania State Animal Response Team 
Email:  sspeed@pasart.us 
Web Page:  www.pasart.us 
  

These are the conditions encountered by the 
CART in the home. 
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